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to return to the sea. 


m Hilton Floyd, 80, 
remembered for 
mind and spirit 


By DONNA HARRIS 
The Mississippi Press 
PASCAGOULA — Most 
people remember Hilton 


Floyd as the guy with the 


anchor in his yard. 
Not as many knew that 
Capt. Hilton M. Floyd, who 
died Monday at 80 years old, 
was awarded the Purple 
Heart during the Normandy 
Invasion in World War II or 
that he was a deepwater 
research pioneer, leading the 
discoveries of at least 350 
new species of marine life 
while a captain at the 


. National Oceanographic and 


Atmospheric Administration. 

Floyd lived a little more 
than a block from the Gulf of 
Mexico in a quaint little 
house decorated in all things 
nautical. The anchor, a gift 
from one of his seven chil- 
dren, loomed large in his 


front yard. “It just seemed 


like something Papa would 
love,” said his oldest daugh- 


ter, Elena May of Moss.Point._ 


“He. used to say that when a 
hurricane came he wags 
gonna. lash the house to the 
anchor so the house would- 
n't blow away.” 

Astrict captain from a long 


line of fishermen dating back _ 


to earlier generations who 
sailed Spanish waters, Floyd 
loved the water and spent his 
life around it. It was his plan 
to spend eternity there as 
well, May said. - 


Floyd will be remembered. -+}- = 


at a funeral mass Saturday 
at St. Joseph Catholic 
Church in Moss Point. Then 
his family will take his cre- 
mated remains, along with 
his late wife’s ashes, and 
sprinkle them into the ocean 
off the Coast of Mayport, 
Fla:, where the Floyds lived 
before, moving to Pascagoula 
in 1963. , 

May said her father should 
be remembered for his 
strength of character and his 
charity. 

“He was always ‘so strong 
for his family. And he always 
gave things to people when- 
ever he thought they were in 


need, food or money or what- 
ever,” she said. . 
Floyd is survived by his 
children, 17 grandchildren 
and 19 great-grandchildren. 
Holder-Wells Funeral 
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Capt. Hilton Floyd, who died Monday at 80 discovered 
more than 350 species of marine life as an NOAA 
research vessel captain. He was.also a veteran of the 
Normandy invasion in World War II. Floyd, known as a. 
generous family man, is shown in his younger years 
(left) and in a more recent photograph. 


Home is in charge of funeral 
arrangements. 
Reporter Donna Harris can 
be reached at (228) 934-1448 
or at dharris@themississip- 
pipress.com. : j 
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